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ABSTRACT

This article is from the study of the outstanding physical characteristics, village plan, house
plan, and beliefs which correlate to village and house planning, and the factors influencing village
physical pattern and vernacular house from traditional beliefs. The findings indicated that village
planning was in accordance with the directions of beliefs. Land allocation was performed based on

the principles of beliefs and appropriateness of the environment and topography. Good and bad
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directions regulated the former village pattern forming and house plans, which could be classified
into 2 types according to beliefs in laying house-use division. Nevertheless, the common factor is
the belief in house planning, ghosts and fate, which form the foundation of Kui vernacular house.
For instance, the head of a bed must not be towards the bad direction, for it brings bad fate.
Besides, beliefs in fate often relate to practices in space allocation in the house and to the figures
which should be the odd ones. Fate for Kui people is not only the belief but also the stratagem
inherited as local wisdom from generation to generation relying on the traditional beliefs as the
tools. The community’s long practices of the existing notions, beliefs and cultures truly manifest

the people’s strengths.
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