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Changes of Vangvieng’s Image in Lao PDR. from Tourism Development
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to discuss on changes of Vangvieng
environments. The hypothesis was the changes of locals’ behavior in the way
that they perceived meaning of their environments, had initially established the
change of Vangvieng’s image. In order to prove the hypothesis, the Mental Mapping
Technique and the Perspective Sketching Technique were applied as methodology
for this research. The results have shown that most people were aware of the
changes of their environments and were significantly perceived them in different
ways form the past. Their perceptions had changed from emphasizing essence of
inherit meaning to an aesthetics-based viewpoint with the opinion leaning towards
economic responses. The new constructing image and understanding of environ-
ments were new knowledge of people which have been shaped through tourism

culture.
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