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Identity in the Decorations of Local Religious Constructions
of the Isaan Region of Thailand and Lao PDR
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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to discover the local identity, mutual characteristics, as well as belief, focusing specifically
on the elaboration art of certain kinds of religious constructions, namely, central sanctuary, vihara (monastery),
charity pavilion, and scripture hall, of 10 provinces of the Isaan region adjacent to the Khong River and 8 provinces
of central and southern Lao PDR. The research methodology employed was a qualitative one with emphasis on field
survey. The result can be categorized into to 3 types: 1. school of local craftsmen, 2. school of native craftsmen
and 3. school of Vietnamese craftsmen. In conclusion, the artistic conventions of Isaan and Laos are not different
except the details. The style of Isaan craftsmanship is chiefly local, while that of the Vientiane area of Lao PDR
belongs to the school of Lan Xang royal craftsmen and that of southern Laos belongs to the schools of local and native
craftsmen. On belief, the Naga concept, which is inherent in every dimension of creativity, is commonly employed.
On form, there is a combination of the royal culture and that of the commoners skilled in woodwork, both of the
schools of the Chao Phraya River basin and of the Mekong River basin, as well as the Vietnamese school skilled
in plaster work as apparent in the styles of Chinese and French arts. The variables among all the artwork are the
movements of arts and sciences, politics and commerce. All these had influence on the artwork and artistic taste
of both Thai Isaan and Lao PDR.

ARIATY: dauanueN, ArduATRUDY, dausraninafdau-ana

Keywords: Decoration, Local religious constructions, Thai Isaan-Lao culture
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